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A Message from
Tom Yannuzzi, PhD

Welcome to our inaugural
Celebration Report

Welcome to ourinaugural Celebration Report, in which we highlight the work
done throughout the past year at the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. | am very
proud of what we've accomplished and, more importantly, the impact we've
had on our community, especially the youth of our community. | am personally
committed to the mission of the Center to cultivate and promote creative and
performing arts for all residents and visitors through programs and education.
| am especially committed to creating access to our programs and educational
experiences. Access to the arts and the power it has to unearth our shared
humanity is essential for any healthy community, and | am honored to steward
the Suffolk Center’s role in keeping the arts alive in downtown Suffolk.

In this inaugural edition, you will see that our work doesn't just occur within
our walls, through performances, exhibitions, and classes, but now extends
to our outside grounds and beyond. We are especially proud of the outreach
work we are doing with our schools and youth groups throughout the region.

If you are a supporter of the Suffolk Center, | want to extend a sincere THANK
YOU for helping us accomplish the work represented throughout this report.
Your support does matter and does make a difference! | encourage you to
imagine yourself with us, building community through the arts, knowing that
it CAN be reality! Be it through your time, talent, treasure, or advocacy, join
usin creating a thriving arts community in Downtown Suffolk and all Western
Tidewater. | hope to see you at the Suffolk Center soon. Until then, be well,
stay safe, and enjoy the read!

Most Sincerely,

Thomas J. Yannuzzi, Ph.D.
Executive Director and CEO
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts
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Thank You to our Generous
Capital Campaign Donors

City of Suffolk

Birdsong
Corporation &
Birdsong Trust Fund

TowneBank

Hampton Roads
Community Foundation

Warren & Penny Birdsong
The Blocker Foundation

McLemore &
Sandra Birdsong

George Birdsong
Charles & Juanita Pond
Lydia G. Duke

Joan Brock

Sentara Health

Les & Wanda Hall

The Pruden Foundation

The Mary Morton Parsons
Foundation

The Cabell Foundation

Mark & Blair Brinkley

Alison J. & Ella W. Parsons
Fund of the Hampton Roads
Community Foundation

Duke Chevrolet GMC
Betsy Brothers

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph &
Nancy Verdirame

Brian & Caroline Martin
Ellen & Whitney Saunders
Everett & Miriam Birdsong
Buzz & Rogie Hofler
Baldwin Advisory, LLC

Community Action Coalition
of Virginia

James L. McLemore Il Family
Jim & Becky Habel

James A. Squires & Karen Jones
Squires Fund of the Hampton
Roads Community Foundation

Suffolk Insurance Corporation

Davin & Charles Birdsong
David & Carla Love

Mr. & Mrs. Cabell Birdsong
Austin T. & Mary Hart Darden
Carolyn & Richard Barry
Harry Lester

Chorey & Associates Realty, Ltd.
McLemore & Amy Birdsong Il
James E. Oliver

Bob & Sharyn Flintoff

Robert B. & Bonnie Speight
Jack & Mary Ann Eure
Harvard R. & Joan W. Birdsong
The Family of John C. Harrell
Tom & Nan Coxe

Howell Dentistry

Suffolk Iron Works

Brian & Wanda Rowe
Southern Bank Foundation
Lisa & Harry Cross

Nora Butler & Richard Harrell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Baker Il
Eley & Nicole Duke

Pearl B. Harrell

Leck & Susan Lawrence

Fran & Mike Duman

Kathy & Ed Keil

The Newsom Family

Peter Pruden Il

Nansemond Insurance Agency
Richard Bennett Trust

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has."

— Margaret Mead



When you go to the Birdsong Corporation website, you will find
the statement below:

Following the advice of Mark Twain — “Put all of your eggs
in one basket—and watch that basket!” - we hold a singular
focus at Birdsong. While we may use custom bags instead
of baskets, you can count on our commitment to peanuts
and peanuts only. From planting to harvesting to shelling
and shipping, we closely monitor every peanut's journey to
make sure that only those of the highest quality are shipped
to our customers.

While it is certainly true that the Birdsong Corporation has an
unwavering commitment to producing a high-quality product,
they have another unwavering commitment about which anyone
from Suffolk and its surrounding areas are well aware—com-
munity building!

Plain and simple, the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts, as well
as many other non-profits, community programs, and com-
munity-based initiatives, would not exist if it were not for the
unwavering commitment that the Birdsong Corporation and, in
fact, the entire Birdsong family has to supporting its community.
Words cannot express the amount of gratitude we have for their
kindness and generosity!

More impressively, the Birdsong Corporation’s commitment to
community does not end in Suffolk and the Western Tidewater
region. Through their work with Peanut Proud, Inc. and Battle
Against Hunger, they continue to build healthy communities
around the world. In fact, their commitment to sustainability

Capital Campaign Committee
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demonstrates their focus on the world as a shared communi-
ty; one in which we not only care about each other, but about
the land and resources that allow us to co-exist in a healthy,
productive manner.

Ouir first edition of SCCA's Celebration Report celebrates the
Birdsong Corporation and the entire Birdsong family for their
unwavering commitment to community building. Suffolk, the
Western Tidewater region, the US and, in fact, the entire world
would not be the same if it were not for the compassion and
generosity started in 1914 by Thomas Henry Birdsong, Sr., and
now carried out by five generations of Birdsong leadership.

We are most proud to have such a compassionate and caring
organization based in our city.

They may not have changed the world, but they completely transformed
the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. Our dedicated Capital Campaign
Committee, Chaired by Mac Birdsong, along with Honorary Chairs
Bob Aston and George Birdsong, inspired our community to support a
much-needed renovation of the 100-year-old, 78,000 square foot building.
Every window—205 to be exact—was replaced; exterior walls were sealed
and painted; floors were replaced; lighting and sound were upgraded;
the pergola walkway was covered and graded; new outdoor space was
created; the restaurant was renovated, and so much more!

We are now ready for another century of service to our community!
Thank you to all of our donors!

Honorary Co-Chairman
G. Robert Aston, Jr.

Honorary Co-Chairman
George Y. Birdsong

Fundraising Chair
McLemore Birdsong

Campaign Members
Shirley Baldwin
Penny Birdsong
Betsy W. Brothers
Les Hall

Pearl Blair Harrell
Susan Lawrence
Donald Luzzatto
Cristin Pond
Peter Pruden
Bonnie W. Speight

Joseph Verdirame, M.D.

Lorelei Costa Morrow
Susan Stone
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Beth
Blanchard

In 2011, Beth Blanchard embarked on a journey into the
world of oil painting at the Suffolk Center for Cultural
Arts. Under the expert guidance of Robert Lemasters,
teacher of the Suffolk Center’s “Joy of Painting” class,
Beth found herself immersed in a realm of colors and
creativity. Though she had dabbled in art during her
youth, this return to artistic expression as an adult
proved to be a profound and life-changing experience.
As she delved deeper into her artistic journey, she
discovered a calling beyond her own creative pursuits.
“Besides my faith and family, art became one of the
most defining parts of my life,” Beth says.

In 2019, Lemasters sadly passed away. Beth had a good
relationship with her fellow students in the “Joy of
Painting” class and had been helping fill in when the
instructor wasn't there, so she transitioned easily to
the role of teacher. “It seemed that my artistic journey
had come full circle,” Beth reminisced. With grace
and dedication, she now guides others on their own
artistic paths.

Today, Beth welcomes new and seasoned oil painters
tolearn alongside her and share in her artistic journey.
“Joy of Painting” meets on Thursday evenings. Beth
also teaches art to homeschool students and at Suffolk
Christian Academy.
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Alicia
Edwards

Alicia Edwards plays a pivotal role in the
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts dance pro-
gram, and this year, she shone. This year's
theme was designed to foster children's
awareness of the diversity of people in their
community and the world. Alicia dove into
this challenge and designed one-of-a-kind
dance classes that were unique for each
theme and creatively named to reflect the
spirit of each cultural celebration. For in-
stance, when the children were celebrating
International Day of Peace, Alicia developed
an anti-bullying line dance, allowing stu-
dents tolearn and embody these principles
through motion and physical expression.

Alicia Edwards began her dance passion
at the age of 5 in Yonkers, NY, taking up
ballet, jazz, and tap. For over 15 years, Alicia
has performed as a student and teacher
in various locations all over the United

States. Over the past five years, Alicia has
developed and taught classes ranging from
hulato line dancing to ballroom dancing at
the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. With a
belief that lifelong learning is essential for
all, she began to expand her repertoire to
include dance forms such as belly dance,
African traditional, African modern, and
Mexican folkloric.

Alicia is loved everywhere she goes, by
the students, adults, administrators, and
parents with whom she interacts. Alicia has
helped expand our cultural dance program-
ming beyond what we dreamed possible a
year ago. We are delighted to have Alicia
onour Artist Instructor team at the Suffolk
Center for Cultural Arts and look forward
to more of her creative contributions this
upcoming year.



Artists In
the Schools

Once again, the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts’
Artists in the Schools program brought artists into
schools in Suffolk, allowing students to participate
inthe arts through interactive, hands-on learning
experiences. Our award-winning Artists in the
Schools program offers workshops that are geared
to our K-12 student population, and that provide
holistic arts and humanities education through
the arts. Each program contains the elements of
dance, movement, and art. They can be tailored to
any grade level and are free to all schools.

The theme of this year’s program was “Connecting
with our Community.” Nine celebrations were
studied to give children a sense about the many
cultures represented within their communities.

2023-2024 CELEBRATION REPORT

These celebrations were:

» Humanitarian Day

International Day of Peace

Indigenous Peoples Day

International Day for People with
Disabilities

Chinese Zhonghe Festival Celebration
International Women in History Month
World Autism Acceptance Month
Cinco de Mayo

World Environment Day

v v Vv

vV v vvYVY

Artistsin the Schools served eleven public elemen-
tary schools and provided art enrichment classes
at Nansemond-Suffolk Academy.

11
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Your donation is an investment in people and community

Our Valued Members

Keystone Society

Birdsong Corporation
Phyllis & George Cornell

1922 Society

Charles & Juanita Pond

Renaissance
Society

Carolyn & Richard Barry
Dale Birdsong

Everett &
Miriam Birdsong

Mr. & Mrs. McLemore
Birdsong, Jr.

George Y. Birdsong

Director's Society

Sharon Barnard

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Baur
Davin & Charles Birdsong
Jody & Christy Bronaugh
Betsy W. Brothers

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Coxe

Lisa & Harry Lee Cross, llI
Thomesine Draper

Les & Wanda Hall

Mrs. Pearl Harrell

David & Carla Love
James E. Oliver
Christiaan & Cristin Pond
Jane & Dwight Schaubach

Dr. & Mrs.
Joseph L. Verdirame

Patron

Robert & Marie Baker
Gary Barlow

Mr. Jeremy Branch
Mark & Blair Brinkley
Elizabeth K. Brothers
Lynn & Hugh Cross
Timothy Harrison Daniel
Bob & Sharyn Flintoff

Mr. & Mrs.
James M. Habel, Il

Anne & Bert Henderson
Lanny & Janet Horn
Ann Kirk

Mardane McLemore
Phil & Barbara McPhail

Nansemond Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Randy Raines

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Rainey
Frank & Sally Rawls

Clint Rudy & Kevin Sary

Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph N. Webb, Sr.

Glynda & Frank Williams

Leader

Jennefer Ambrose
Bill & Annette Bailey
Mac & Amy Birdsong
Jennifer Bradshaw

Mr. & Mrs.
J. Michael Council

Nancy Dempsey

Dr. Fred Crum &
Dr. Martha Guyon

Elizabeth Taraski-Fisher &
Paul Fisher

John & Virginia Dare Fisher

James Halcums &
Pamella Courtney

Mrs. Mary Lawrence Harrell

Thomas & Karen
Hazelwood

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn L. Hughes
Kathryn Kramer
Gloria J. Medaglia

Doug & Mary Jane
Naismith

Sarah N. Newsom

Gail Pruden

Ms. Cynthia Quesenberry
John Rector

Charles Shotton

Mr. & Mrs.
Mills W. Staylor, Jr.

Betsy & Danny Totten
Annie Marie Ward
Mindy & Joby Webb

Drs. Tish Szymurski &
Tom Yannuzzi

Advocate

Mr. & Mrs.
James C. Adams, I

Mrs. Sharon Babbs
Cynthia Hobbs Baker
Tom & Jennie Barrett

Mr. & Mrs.
William C. Branche

Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Bridges

Stephie & Charlie
Broadwater

Mr. & Mrs.
Gregory & Patricia Brown

Jacqueline Brown
Sue P. Burton

Mr. & Mrs.
James E. Butler, Jr.

Dr. Rick Byrd

L. H. & Pat Byrum
Bruce & Debby Carper
Randy & Frankie Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Case
Susan Castonguay
Johanna Pruden Covel
Joe & Patricia Crockett
Lee & Kate Cross

Mr. & Mrs.
Austin T. Darden, Jr.

Bobby & Cathy Daughtrey

Mr. & Mrs.
Jeff & Ann Davies

Rebecca J. Debnam
Welton & Lottie Deshields

Dr. & Mrs.
Anthony J. Distasio ll

Linda & Mike Doland
Linda & Billy Drummond
Lydia Duke

Albert C. Dumire

Calvin & Valerie Evans
Anita M. Falcone

Joyce Felton

Cynthia S. &
C. Phillips Ferguson

David & Joyce O. Fulgham
J.A. Gallagher

Steve & Niecie Garner
Abraham Gatling

Marie Haas

Molly Darden Harrison
Mary S. Hearring

Donna & CharlesR.
Henderson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs.
Robert V. House, Jr.

Kevin Hughes

Bucky & Kay Hurley

Julie & Everett Irby

Carol A. Johanningsmeier
Valerie Johnson

Keith & Glenda Johnston

JamesW. &
Nancy H. Jones

Mr. & Mrs. C. F. Jordan, Jr.
Susan & Leck Lawrence
Ted & Anna LoCascio
Susie G. Draper Lowe
Ms. Lindy Lower

Nancy T. Mathis

Regina McKinney

Tom Moore

Linda H. Mosher

Jim Myers

Mrs. Gail Najarian

Mr. Jack W. Nurney, Jr.
Dianne Polson Oliver
Lynnette Holmes Park
Jim & Nancy Parker
Jean Parker

C. Douglas Parr, Jr.
Kathryn Pond

Charlene & Stan Pope

Mr. & Mrs.
Lynn E. & Susan Powell

Roberta Powell

LilaE. Pretlow

Phyllis Quire

Charles & June Rice

Dr. Charles Sanders

Tina Sari

David & Barbara Saunders

The Hon. William R.
Savage, Il

Sharon Slate

Karla M. & James G. Smith
Sue Judkins Stewart
Susan Stone

Jack & Susie Stoughton
Shirley N. Taylor

Linda & Clarke Thrasher
Joyce H. Trump

Rick & Danna Vroman

Mr. Bob Warwick
Betty K. West

Dr. Albert Williams
Maryanne Winslow

Mr. & Mrs.
Thomas Woodward

Phyllis Hicks Wright
Ms. Terry Yates

Supporter

Laurie Barnes

Mae Burke

Mr. & Mrs. Linda Burrus
Ms. Elizabeth Butler

Gary B. Butler &
Peggi Parker-Butler

Mr. Thomas Callahan
Joe & Becky Clement
Mrs. Regina Combs
Betty Cooper

Mrs. Staniella Dade
Fran Dumville
Jacquelin Edwards
Mr. Dean Fox

Carroll G. Frohman
Mary Haddad

Mrs. E.R. Harrell

Ms. Katherine Hines
Gail P. Hinton-Copeland
Sandra L. Hollowell

Rev. Jim & Faye Gordon
Humphrey

Courtney Jackson
Elizabeth Jones

Mr. & Mrs. William Kennett
Maggie Kerrigan

Sylvia Kowalski

Jennie Lanthorn

Lorelei & Nicholus Morrow
Rebecca S. Myers

John & Janet Nemish

Ed Obermeyer

Stephanie
Qestricher-Perkins

Mr. & Mrs. William N. Owen
Nancy H. Pichel
Caroline Pond

Mr. & Mrs. William &
Pamela Robinson, Jr.

Barbara Ryder
Wellington Mills

Saecker, Jr.

Ms. Karen Sallaz
Maureen Sawyer
Laura Schmidt

Russell C. Schools, Jr.
Earl & Glenda Smith
Ron & Faye Sobel

Mrs. Jennifer Stanton
Ms. Sally Swanson
Beth Tindal

Mildred M. Turner
Deborah J. Underwood
C. Edward Vann
Richard & Sandra Waters
Sue Williams

Martha Wilson

Contributor

Minette Cooper

Ms. Germaine Curry
Mrs. Yvonne B. Green
Jean Harrell Harms
Debbie Hobbs

Judy Hill Jones

Iris Mamlin

Angela Teasley

Student

Ms. Lilliana Arellano
Phyllis Canupp

Emily K. Gardner

Mrs. Katie A. Stallings
Maisie Thomas
Katrina Quade
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——— creating access to the power of the arts for children and adults.

Donors - Operating Gifts & Grants

$100,000+ $100 - $999 Up to $99
Anonymous Donor Sharon and Warren Beale Michael Amos
Suffolk City Council Jody and Christy Bronaugh Shayla Mae Bailey

Marianna Friend Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Barryman
$25,000 - $50,000 GFWC Junto Woman's Club Bonnie Berryman
Anonymous Donor Green Donor Advised Fund Ashley Burns
Virginia Commission for the Arts Janie Guill and William Chrystal Sue Parker Burton

Mary Darden Harrison Latasha Butler
$10,000 - $24,999 Thomas and Karen Hazelwood Mason Copeland

. . Lanny and Janet Horn Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Dorien DeLusignan
:LGlg:ll:ldse?‘u::j:;’;tt?:ncharltles Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. House, Jr. Abby Dowdy
. Trafton Jordan Beth Gist
AT Cam;?bell Found.atlon Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Martin, Jr. Glick Gives Fund, a fund of Central Indiana
The Pretlow Family Foundation Patricia Merica Community Foundation
35'000 ) $9'999 Jim and Gerri Newsom Mary Lawrence Harrell
Lauren Havener

Mr. and Mrs. McLemore Birdsong, Jr.
Penny and Warren Birdsong

Camp Foundation

Community Action Coalition of Virginia
National Endowment for the Arts
Richard Bennett Trust

Suffolk Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999

Mark and Blair Brinkley
Camp-Younts Foundation

Lisa and Harry Lee Cross, Il
Antoinette Davis

Helen McKinley West Wimblery
Whitney and Ellen Saunders
Suffolk Elks Lodge #685

Husnu and Tania Oktulmus

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn E. Powell

Dr. and Mrs. Dixon M. Rollins

The Honorable W. Richard Savage
Jennifer Simpson

Truist Foundation

Terry Yates

Memorial & Honorarium Gifts

Sue Parker Burton
In memory of Patsy Rogers Robbins

Mary Lawrence Harrell
In memory of Patsy Rogers Robbins

Mary S. Hearring

In memory of Clyde and Margaret Simmons

Mr. and Mrs. William N. Hill

In memory of Donna Stone McCoy

Trafton Jordan
In honor of Les Hall

Darlene & Thaddeus Keyt

In memory of Richard Harrell

Mr. and Mrs. William N. Hill
Paulette and Donald Lawrence
Keith Manley

Brian and Kristy McCormally
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mills
Lynn Morgan

Michelle Rives

Rev. Barbara H. Ryder
Maureen Sawyer

Mr. and Mrs. Mills W. Staylor, Jr.
Sean Verma

Monica Zakaria

The Honorable W. Richard Savage

In memory James C. Adams IlI

Mr. and Mrs. Mills W. Staylor, Jr.
In memory of Bayla Goldberg, Suffolk High School
Alumni 1956

We are only as strong as the support we receive from you.

Information as of June 14, 2024.
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Amanda
Newsome

Volunteer Spotlight

There is no questioning the importance of our volunteers. The
fact is, we would have a hard time operating without them.
They are our unsung heroes, and while we appreciate each
and every one of our volunteers, we want to celebrate Amanda
Newsome in this report.

Amanda has dedicated nearly two years to volunteering at the
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. Hailing from Hawaii, Amanda
has lived and travelled across the country. Five years ago, she
and her husband, Gary, decided to plant roots in Suffolk; closer
to Lake Prince Wood, where he is the Director of Spiritual Life.

In 2022, Amanda began her journey with the Suffolk Center.
After being disappointed to have missed out on a sold out show,
she was determined not to miss out on future opportunities,
Amanda delved deeper into the Center’s offerings, which co-
incidentally coincided with her growing desire to give back to
her Suffolk community. Not only did Amanda learn about the
opportunities for classes and performances at the Center, but
she also learned about the Suffolk Center's important role in
the community and that she could be part of it by volunteering.

These days, Amanda’s welcoming face is a fixture at every
performance, greeting and assisting guests as a volunteer.
Amanda also volunteers at the art gallery opening receptions
and student matinees. You will also spot her lending a hand
at special events, such as the 2024 Imagine Gala, which she
thinks"truly outdid itself this year! The atmosphere was electric,
with restaurants offering a delightful ‘progressive dinner’ and
entertainment echoing throughout the venue.”

While Amanda has always had a passion for working with children,
her own grandchildren are now grown. This year, therefore, she's
trying something new: volunteering at SCCA's summer camp!




Thank you to our Gala Sponsors

Flashback-
The 2024
Imagine Gala

On Saturday, February 24th, over 200 guests indulged
in a night of creativity, live music, and local flavors as
the Suffolk Center hosted the 2024 Imagine Gala annual
fundraiser, a gala like no other.

Guests danced the night away to music by the LittKeys
and delighted in a culinary journey presented by nine
Suffolk independent restaurants. Patrons were capti-
vated by the incredible talents of local artists as they
meandered through the Suffolk Center.

Funds Raised from the event's sponsorships, ticket sales,
auction sales, and “Raise the Paddle” event supported
SCCA's arts education and community outreach pro-
grams. To date, the Imagine Gala is the Suffolk Center’s
largest netting fundraising event.

Birdsong Corporation PBMares CPAs &

MDS Construction Consultants
Management Suffolk Animal Hospital
Alffirst Industrial General Mr. & Mrs. McLemore
Contractors Birdsong Jr.

Griffin Oil & Propane Ellen & Whitney Saunders
TowneBank Charles & Juanita Pond

Bake Fresh Bakery LLC

James E. Oliver Pender & Coward

C. W. Brinkley, Inc. Visit Suffolk Virginia
Construction News3 WTKR

Cross Realty Mason's Grill &
Organic Roots, LLC Smokehouse
Nansemond Insurance Big Top Entertainment
Agency, Inc.

Virginia Auctioneers Co.
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Our people are the best!

SCCA Staff

Top Row

SheriBeverly .................. Operations and Special Events Manager
Richard Maglone ..................ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiei, Maintenance
D'Arcy WeissS ..........c.vvvnviiniiiiiiiiniiinennnns Sr. Marketing Manager
TomYannuzzi,PhD ...................ccooeenennn. Executive Director, CEO
RickByrd,PhD .............ccoooiiiiiiiieiecee, Creative Director
RebeccaMyers..............cccooviiiiiiiiiininnn.. Development Director
RickBeaber................cccooooiiiiiiii Security
JoePeace .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii Maintenance
Bottom Row

Ishta Hurtado ......... Education and Community Outreach Manager
NanaFerdnance.............c.....ccoeeeinii. Visual Arts Coordinator
JohnPeace...............cceviiiiiiiiiii Facilities Manager
Cathy Daughtrey ................coooiiiiiiiiiiinnie Operations Director

SCCA Board of Directors

TimDaniel.............ooooiiii Chair
Joleen E. Neighbours, Ph.D..................ccccouiviiiinnnnnnn. Vice Chair
Jennefer Ambrose ......................cooiiii Treasurer
GlyndaF.Williams..............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiie, Secretary
Gary Barlow

Jeremy Branch

Elizabeth Brothers

Chandler Cutright

Gail Hinton-Copeland

Kevin Hughes

James E. Oliver

C. Douglas Parr, Jr.

Charles Pond

Cristin Pond

Thomas Price Barrett

Randolph A. Raines

Terry Yates
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This page is dedicated to our “Steel Magnolia,” Betsy Brothers, whose visions and
insights continue to flourish and bloom throughout the Suffolk Center.

We have created the best
outdoor performance venue

in downtown Suffolk!

We have the BEST
volunteers...
over 50 of them!

A reimagined gift shop is
coming soon.

Suffolk NEWS-HERALD

Best Art Gallery Award - 2024
Best Performance Space Award - 2023

Best Art Exhibit - Gold

Board Member, Charles
Pond, and wife, Juanita,
honored for outstanding
philanthropy by Chowan
University.

We have two new morning
TV stars on staff!

Best Live Theater - Gold
Best Entertainment Venue - Gold

Best Art Gallery - Silver
Best Family Entertainment - Bronze

Former Board Member Mac
Birdsong, and wife Sandra,
named First Citizens of
Suffolk.

4 L

Our newly renovated
restaurant, Arts Kitchen,
opens with great accolades.

Board Member Joleen
Neighbours, Ph.D., was
named Outstanding
Administrator of the Year
for the Virginia Music
Education Association.

We have the BEST
event venue!

17
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A Message
from Tim Daniel

It is indeed an honor to chair the Board of such a magnificent (and
vital) institution. As Chair, | see firsthand how the quality of life in
Suffolk and our neighboring communities continues to benefit from
the work we are doing together through the Center. The fact that
you received this report indicates you are very likely already an im-
portant part of this good work. If this is the case, THANK YOU. Your
continued support helps keep access to the arts alive in downtown
Suffolk. Remember, we are imagining big things happening through
the Center and we cannot do it without you.

If you take anything from this report, please consider:

1. Suffolk and the entire Western Tidewater region is a better place
to be because of the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts.

2. The Suffolk Center is a better place when it supports and is supported by the
various communities that represent who we are as a city and aregion, and who
we want to be as a nation and a world.

3. And finally, perhaps most importantly: The Suffolk Center partners with pub-
lic and private schools, homeschool groups, and community organizations to
provide creative and often transformational art education experiences for
all youth, particularly those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.
Thanks in large part to funding from people like you, we can offer many of these
enriching experiences free of charge to children who would otherwise never
have the opportunity.

Again, thank you for your support, past, present and future. YOU make the difference.
Sincerely,

M;"Q. Tim Daniel
Q’L‘ Board Chair

Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts



Imagine
Yourself at
the Suffolk

Center.

Become a Member Attend a Performance
. or Event
Make an Unrestricted
Donation Plan Your Next Corporate,
Organizational, or Family

Become a Volunteer Event Here

Come and Visit Us Follow us on Instagram
Enrollina Class and Facebook

Contact
us

Reasons Why You Should Join Us

» You can use your inner sleuth and solve a
murder mystery or two!

» You deserve a date night!

» You can party like it's 1999.

» You have great taste, and you know it!

» You need to just “let it go”!

» You can be a Princess, if only for a day!

» You will get jazzed with live music.

» You can laugh until you cry!

» You know two pianos are better than one!

» You make a difference when you support the
Center, and your community will say “thanks!”

2023-2024 CELEBRATION REPORT
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NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT

ARTS

arts.gov

Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
in partnership with Virginia Commission for the Arts and National
Endowment for the Arts. Donations are tax-deductible.

Suffolkcenter.org
110 W. Finney Avenue, Suffolk, VA 23434
Main: 757-923-0003 | Box Office: 757-923-2900






