
ART EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Every year the Birdsong Theater is alive with the sound 
of joyful children experiencing the performing arts, 
many for the fi rst time, in a professional theater.  

Providing students the opportunity to attend theater 
performances at the Suffolk Center and to have art experiences 
in their schools and classrooms through the Suffolk Center Artist 
in Schools program is a major focus for the Center.  Each year 
over 5,000 students attend matinee performances here at low or 
no cost and another 5,000 participate in art, music, and dance 
workshops in their schools.  Gavin Harper, Education Manager, 
worked with local schools to provide these experiences this 
school year.

THE BILLY GOATS GRUFF
Students from Suffolk and Isle of Wight public schools and Suffolk 
Christian Academy were mesmerized by the antics of the Virginia Opera’s touring troupe.  Virginia Opera 
Touring programs are specifically designed to bring children all that opera has to offer in a compact experience 
that is fun, engaging and customizable to any community setting. 

HARRIET TUBMAN AND THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Middle school students from Suffolk Christian Academy and high school  students from Windsor High School sat 
transfi xed during the performance of Harriet Tubman and The Underground Railroad in a matinee performance at 
the Suffolk Center staged by the Virginia Repertory Theatre. 

“Some of the students were moved to tears,” noted Windsor teacher Amy Chapman.

LAUGHTER AND STORIES AND SONGS, OH MY!
Pre-K – K5 students from Meherrin, Nottoway, Riverdale and Capron elementary schools in Southampton County 
were all eyes and ears as Barbara Lawson, storyteller, used silly stories and songs to have fun with language and 
literacy with the students at Rawls Museum in Courtland.

Barbara’s stories encourage kids to listen, visualize characters, interpret new vocabulary words, and see things 
from a new point of view.
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STAR POINTE ACADEMY
Thanks to pottery instructor Harriette Laskin, photographer Glen McClure, 
whose work was on exhibit at the Suffolk Center Galleries at the time, 
and Gallery Co-manager Pat Eelman, herself a photographer, students 
from Star Pointe Academy had hands-on experience in making pottery 
and learning photography style and techniques.  

About the visit, 10th grade student A.J. said, “It was amazing to 
meet a professional photographer and hear how he started.  
I also loved taking a thought or idea and turning it into a 3D object with 
clay.”  Corine, another 10th grader said, “I enjoyed learning how to 
make a raccoon from two balls of clay!”

AFRICAN CULTURE AND DANCE WORKSHOP
Approximately 275 students at Northern Shores Elementary were 
treated to a dance, story, art workshop highlighting the African culture 
in recognition of Black History Month in February. The book, “Jambo 
means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book” was read to the students and Alicia 
Edwards, Suffolk Center dance instructor, showcased a few African 
dances. Following the performance, the students did an art project by 
drawing their favorite Swahili word and what it means to them. 

The Suffolk Center Artist in Schools program takes artists to the classroom 
where students experience and participate in the arts.  More than 
2,300 students have participated in these programs this year and other 
programs are planned before the end of school.

We thank these organizations for 
their support of The Suffolk Center’s 
youth art education initiatives and 
outreach programming:

• Virginia Commission for the Arts
• Suffolk Foundation
• Community Action Coalition

of Virginia 
• Franklin Southampton Charities
• Camp Family Foundations
• Target
• Pruden Foundation

Star Pointe students were able to tour the Suffolk Center 
galleries with noted photographer Glen McClure.

African culture was highlighted in a presentation at 
Northern Shores Elementery.

Hands-on pottery experience for Star Pointe students.



Glass Sculpture Added to Collection
A magnifi cent glass sculpture, “Vespid Jupiter 
Jones”, by Stephen Rolfe Powell, was given to the 
Suffolk Center recently by an anonymous donor. 

“We are thrilled and honored the Suffolk Center 
was chosen by the donor as the home for this 
stunning glass vessel”, said Executive Director 
Jackie Cherry.  “You can’t help but be drawn 
to his pieces with their intense use of color 
and bold designs.”

Stephen Rolfe Powell is nationally known for 
his long-necked, lobe-shaped vessels with 
eye-popping surface designs.  He creates 
these designs by rolling a blowpipe tipped 
in clear, molten glass over chunks of colored 
glass called murine, commonly found in 
Italian glass.  As he blows out the form, 
the decorative glass chunks stretch out, 
creating his distinctive patterns.

Stephen Rolfe Powell may have a 
Virginia ancestor since his father’s 
family is said to be descended 
from John Rolfe of Jamestown 
fame who married Pocahontas.

Children’s Chorus to Perform
The sounds of children singing are once again wafting through 
the halls of the Suffolk Center. Education Manager Gavin Harper 
began the choir in January and they’ve already performed at a 
Young Artists Showcase in March at the Suffolk Center.

The chorus will end its season on May 17 at 7:00pm with a 
performance highlighting music through the decades. Harper 
has chosen music from the 60s all the way to today’s hits.  The 
concert will feature several soloists from the Chorus.

Parents of the students have been thrilled to have such a 
dynamic, unique group of students all coming together to 
create beautiful music.  More than 20 children, both boys and 
girls, ranging from ages 6-15 years old, are currently in the choir.  
The weekly rehearsals give them the chance to learn how to 
read music, identify different pitches, and learn proper vocal 
techniques. The students practice breath support while learning 
how the diaphragm works. They are becoming aware of their 
voices and singing with an ensemble.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
The success of the Suffolk Center 
can be attributed to many things, 
one of which is a dedicated board 
of directors.  Through the years the 
Board has provided insight and 
direction that have helped guide 
the activities of the Center and 
make it an arts venue for which 
Suffolk can be proud.

Beginning a  three year term are Miriam Birdsong, 
Kacky Gallotta, Kerry Holmes, David Love, Don 
Luzzatto, Bonnie Speight, and Bellamy Zydron.   

Seven board members recently completed their 
terms on the board.  We appreciate the service of 
Everett Birdsong, George Cornell, Sharyn Flintoff, Les 
Hall, Pearl Harrell, Charles Pond, and Betsy Totten.  

Continuing on the Board are McLemore Birdsong, 
Jr., President, Joe Verdirame, Vice President, 

Jim Gordon, Secretary, Mardane McLemore, 
Treasurer, Linda Doland, Asst. Treasurer, Kim 

Butler, Nora Butler, Theresa Earles, Marc 
Gersbach, Jim Habel, Jim Mathews, Gin 

Staylor, and Tracie Thorndike.

Harper has a master’s degree in music education and 
has conducted a variety of choirs, from children to 
adults.  He was also the orchestra director in last year’s 
presentation of Shrek the Musical at the Suffolk Center.

McLemore Birdsong, Jr. 
is continuing as Suffolk 

Center Board Chair
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SUMMER 
CAMPS
The Suffolk Center 
will come alive 
with music, theater, 
and the arts this 
summer with four 
week-long camps 
for students. This year, 
the theme of the Summer Camps is Explore, 
Inspire, & Engage.  Camp hours are 8:45 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. daily and a healthy lunch and snack will be 
provided each day.  Visit our website, suffolkcenter.
org, for prices and registration deadlines.

ART CAMP 
June 18 - 22 for grades 1 - 7
The Suffolk Center partners with Young Audiences 
of Virginia to bring a creative experience for each 
student.  Students will create art work daily and 
curate a fi nal exhibition at the end of the week.  

MUSIC CAMP 
July 16 - 20,  for grades 1 - 7 
Students will learn music theory, play recorders, 
percussion instruments and learn basic piano skills 
that will help them with any instrument.  Different 
genres of music will be introduced.

THEATRE CAMP
August 6 - 10
Professional theater artists from Young Audiences 
Arts for Learning will lead students in the 
fundamentals of theater, costume design, set 
design, improvisation, scene writing, and more.  

STEAM BACK TO SCHOOL CAMP 
August 28 – September 1, for grades 1 - 6.
The Suffolk Center and Sylvan Learning will help 
students uncover exciting STEAM topics such 
as Lego Robotics and Lego Engineering,  
use video coding language,  and will 
improve their problem-solving skills. 

MEMBERS
MAKE IT HAPPEN!
It is through the support of our members and 
friends that students and adults explore the 
arts through many mediums.  If you aren’t 
already a member of the Suffolk Center, 
please consider joining Here is why:

• Member support allows over 5,000 students 
to attend student matinees at the Suffolk 
Center every year at low or no cost.
 

•  The Center takes artists to the students in 
their classrooms through the award-winning 
Artist in Schools program.

• Over 650 artists are showcased each year 
through performances, exhibits, classes, 
programs, and in Jester’s Gallery Shop 
allowing them to teach, perform, display, 
and sell their art. 

• Suffolk Center members enjoy many benefi ts 
including discounts on tickets, classes, and in 
our gift shop.

We would love to have you join our Suffolk 
Center family!  Go online to suffolkcenter.
org, and complete the online application or 
call the Development Offi ce at 923-0003.



SISTER CITIES EXHIBIT
The Suffolk Center was pleased to
partner with Suffolk Sister Cities for the 
30th annual Young Artists and Authors 
Showcase recently.

Some 173 students from throughout
the city entered poems, essays, and
art for the completion.  Alina Liton, 
Lakeland High School, won Best in Show 
for her 2-D mixed media entry “Powerful 
Woman Around the World.”  

PLEIN AIR EVENT
AND EXHIBIT
The Suffolk Center’s fi rst Plein 
Air event: Saturday, May 5 
beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Artists Sandy Waters and Barbara Harris are 
coordinating the event working in tandem 
with Suffolk Center Gallery Coordinators 
Sandy Hart and Pat Eelman.

“Plein air painting is leaving the studio 
and painting and drawing in the 
outdoors,” explained Sandy Waters.
The practice was made into an art from by the French impressionists 
who wanted to paint light and its changing qualities.  The introduction of paint tubes and 
portable easels allowed the artists to paint “en plein air”, or “in the open air”.

An informational meeting will be Saturday, April 28 at 11:00 a.m. to explain the details of the plein air 
event which is set for Saturday, May 5.  Also on April 28 there will be a “Y’Art” sale from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m., at which artists can purchase gently used art equipment and supplies.  

Works from the event will be chosen for “In Plein Site “an exhibit at the Suffolk Center on view from
May 17 through June 29.  The opening reception will be Thursday May 17th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Sandy Hart or Pat Eelman at 923-0003 or www.jesters.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Plein Air Informational Meeting
Saturday, April 28, 11:00 a.m.

Plein Air Event
Saturday, May 5, 8:00 a.m.

Children’s Chorus Spring Performance
Thursday, May 17, 7:00 p.m.

Plein Air Exhibit
Thursday, May 17, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Art Camp
Monday, June 18 – Friday, June 22

Music Camp
Monday, July 16 – Friday, July 20

5th Annual Mystery Authors Festival
Saturday, Aug. 4, 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Partnership with Suffolk Tourism

Theatre Camp
Monday, Aug. 6 – Friday, Aug. 10

STEAM Back to School Bootcamp
Monday, Aug. 28 – Friday, Sept. 1

Suffolk Center Student and Instructor 
Exhibit and Studio Open House
Thursday, Sept. 13, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

SAVE  THE  DATE
Suffolk Center Fundraiser
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2019




